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This former MVP for Colombia’s 
national basketball team is also 
a NASA recognized innovator, 

a patented inventor, and recipient of 
the key of the city of Indianapolis, In-
diana. He currently lives far from his 
native Buenaventura and calls Hous-
ton home, where he guides his micro-
biology students at Prairie View A&M 
University to test their imagination as 
“only through creative endeavours does 
one find the limits of their knowledge.”  
Professor Cuero answered The City 
Paper questions from Texas.

 
1. What is the mission behind the Inter-
national Park of Creativity?

It is a series of state-of-the-art labo-
ratories where university and advanced 
high school students are invited to par-
ticipate with the newest technological 
advances, while creating inventions of 
their own. It’s a creative venture that 
continues to expand with locations in 
Bogotá, Manizales and Bucaraman-
ga. We also have international parks 
in Mexico, Africa, and Tel Aviv, Isra-
el, where patents and inventions are 

causes that bring great national and 
international recognition.

 
2. Of all of your achievements, what has 
been the most important for you?  

 
Hands down, the International 

Park of Creativity.  I truly believe in 
the power of creativity.  Childhood 
is the age of observation, and adoles-
cence is really the age of heightened 
potentialities for creativity due in part 
to the hormonal neuron transmitter 
that feeds the neuron system.  Adoles-
cents have a high level of intensity and 
the challenge is capturing and direct-
ing it in a mutually conducive creative 
endeavour.  

3. From basketball star to microbiologist, 
how was preparing for these experiences 
comparable? 

 
In playing basketball I developed a 

sense of discipline, understanding, and 
leadership with the team. At that time 
outside of the basketball court, socio-
logical predicaments, and my not com-
ing a prosperous upbringing made me 
turn patronization and condescension, 
into prosperity. Outside of the basket-
ball court, I wasn’t anyone, so dealing 
with these issues was going to be a ne-

cessity. Basketball playing allowed me 
to travel abroad and develop a univer-
sal consciousness that destroyed local 
limitations.

 
4. For most, this would be a reason to 
stop participating. How did this discrimi-
nation allow you to prosper? 

I had to be systematic; and develop 
a different kind of thinking. The sport 
brought different types of people from 
usually the middle classes and up so 
fighting fire with fire wouldn’t have 
been a way up in such a homogenous 
group. What has helped me through all 
of that and in my life now is first find-
ing a sense of equanimity and I will al-
ways remember something my grand-
mother taught me, “Respect others, be 
good, but hell, be the best.” 

 
5. President Obama, in his last State of 
the Union address, criticized levels of cre-
ativity and the use of creative exploration 
in education.

 
Our post-industrial revolutionary 

societies, man’s reliance on the ma-
chine and education’s focus on math-
ematics and language just may be an 
out-dated system. Numbers for pro-
duction and language for selling, the 
industrial revolution was really an aim 
to allow societies and the individual to 
have free time. Leisure was put in place, 
a big example is Hollywood. We’re in a 
new era where once we first relied on 
man, horses, machines and today’s re-

conceptualization needs the power of 
the mind. 

6.  Power of the mind?  The youth are 
especially equipped in such a way?

Of course. Their innate abilities to 
“think outside of the box” is astound-
ing. From my experiences with guid-
ing students at the park and in the 
university, I’ve seen how students get 
a feeling to discover the unknown—a 
high better than they’ll find on street 
corners.

7. What about their discoveries excite 
them so much? 

It’s really the process. The process 
excites them, not necessarily the result. 
Not having this outlet, we see what 
happens when negligence becomes an 
option. When they’re engaged and in-
trigued by a process that they also see 
as legitimate, they’ll continue working 
because this creativity has become a de-
pendency. Discovery of the unknown 
is what’s exciting. They begin learning 
that really the individual has to create 
their own work and learn from it.

8. A recent university graduate myself, 
I remember learning about my respon-
sibilities: get good grades, score well on 
standardized tests, get into a reputable 
university and get a job. This, to you, is 
an erroneous mentality? 

But, where do you take control? 
Where is your creativity? Something 
that many students have begun to learn 
is that their responsibility in their ed-
ucation is to create their own job. In-
novation starts with the hands—starts 
with you doing something. Yes, gradu-
ate, get a job, as good or not is really 
a result of current economic difficul-
ties, but that doesn’t mean you become 
a drone. Processed creativity through 
investigation is for everyone. Having 
had “uncensored” experiences before 
is where we miss the point with our stu-
dents. Mentors should be people who 
create knowledge and subsequently 
show how that knowledge is created, 
simply. In the history of mankind edu-
cation, this pursuit of knowledge is to 
aid our existence which is striking as 
only 2% of the population creates the 
jobs for the other 98%.

Dr. Raúl Cuero received his Phd. 
in Microbiology from the University of 
Strathclyde in Glasgow, UK. He is the 
author of Between Triumph and Sur-
vival, 2004. He’s currently working on 
his second book, Creativity: How to get 
it, the mind of the mind.

Dr. Raúl Cuero is as rare as 
the species he studies. “I’d 
rather not be an example 
of how poverty yields 

triumph, but rather an 
example of how challenges 
present opportunities to 
create” 

Cuero and “Creativity”
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